JULY 2021 • VOLUME 7

Let's Celebrate!

WHAT YOU'LL FIND
INSIDE:

By Artez Young, President/CEO

Native Omaha Days are here, and I can’t wait to join our community in
commemorating families with a long history of living in Omaha, as well as
those coming home to the area to reunite with their friends and loved ones.
My wife and I have a saying… If we don’t celebrate “us”, who will? We value
one another, uplifting and encouraging one another daily--not just on special
occasions.
The daily grind of living life is actually pretty special if you think about it. The
mundane rigor of rearing children, doing house projects, and connecting with
family is where the magic happens. When you don’t do the boring stuff, you
can’t enjoy the grand things.
Grand things include memorable vacations with the ones you love. Work hard-play hard. Agonizing with your kids over their homework pays off when they
graduate from high school and go onto higher levels of education to include
trade school, two-year college, or university.
The Native Omaha Days Festival and Parade allow us to not only celebrate
the wonderful people of our great city but displays business owners and other
organizations who are laboring to provide excellent services and products to
their patrons.
A tremendous amount of hard work and great sacrifice goes into serving and
building the community. Could this year's Native Omaha Days celebration be
a jumping-off point--activating our urban areas towards cultural and economic
renewal and a greater future? One can hope so.
A record crowd is projected for this year’s festivities. Let’s come together,
memorialize, and celebrate one another. If we don’t do it no one else will.

LET'S CELEBRATE
PROTECT YOUR WALLET

PROTECT YOUR WALLET BY...
By Dorinda Young

1. Shop with a purpose in mind. The key to saving money over a period of time is being consistent with how you
shop and working from one of two lists. Your main list or primary list contains items you commonly use. The
primary list covers items from the bathroom to the kitchen. This will take some time, but well worth it. On the
second or “quick list”, write down when using the last item from your primary list. This will prevent you from
having three canisters of oregano or multiple jars of pasta sauce.
2. Pay attention to how things are positioned in the store. If you love coffee, some stores are putting kiosks
right as you walk in. You weren’t thinking about it. But now you are. Everyone gets drawn into the “to go
sections”, in which deli meat is already packaged in the perfect combinations, like ham and swiss cheese,
portioned-out sliced turkey and pastrami, and jars of gourmet olives. Think to yourself...is that on my list of items
to purchase today? Walk away if they are not.
3. Watch those end caps! Without naming names, we know the stores that are famous for bargains on the end of
the aisles. But are they really bargains? Do you need Christmas wrapping paper in July? What about all the
leftover graduation plates and napkins? More importantly, are they on your list? Walk away.
4. NEVER shop on an empty stomach. Unless you have a party the next day that you need a quarter-sized sheet
cake, why is it in your cart? What about the cookies that are being cleared out? Saying no can be a lot easier if
your stomach is full, you aren’t thirsty, and you have a list.
5. Bring an ink pen. Making lists is a great accomplishment. It shows planning and follow-through. Once all the
items are crossed off your list, you are free to leave.

