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DESPERATE TIMES

WHAT YOU'LL FIND
INSIDE:

By Artez Young, President/CEO

Desperate times call for desperate measures. The question is…are we
desperate enough?
The health, socio-economic, and political pressures of recent months are
taxing every American.
Black people have faced crisis so much over the years that many seemingly
have grown accustomed to them.
However, staying in a constant state of crisis can create hopelessness and
burnout.
What can we do to manage the pressures that we feel on a daily basis?
Simply put, we must approach our problems not just as our individual issue.
We must recapture the essence of community realizing we are only as strong
as our most vulnerable.
It is great to say you conquered or made it yourself, but there is no shame in
getting help along the way.
The Western culture places a huge value on individualism. But, being
together and helping one another—as a people—along the way has to be
pursued more now than ever.
In Swahili, there is a word called Ubuntu. This word means “because you
are, I am.” As a community, we exist because of each other.
Community can be defined as common unity. I was talking to a friend about
our challenges as people. He made a simple yet profound statement. He
said that, “most people want the same thing—safety, health, and financial
security”.
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DESPERATE TIMES CONT...
I agree.
There is enough opportunity in the African American community in which we can support businesses and/or
compete as business owners and we can all “win”.
African Americans represent the 15th largest economy in the world. We don’t lack resources. We lack the
knowledge or focus of “telling” our resources where to go.
There is a well-known money guru by the name of Dave Ramsey that teaches… “If you don’t tell your money where
to go, it will just be gone.” In other words, there are those that have plans for your money. As a people, they
scheme on how to get our money out of our hands into theirs.
Large corporations have for years looked at African Americans as liquid money. Our cash stays in our community
less than 24 hours. We must devise budgets to spend weekly, monthly, and annually with Black-owned businesses
—increasing the circulation of monies in our community. Investing in “us” will bring about the financial well being
that we long for as a people group. Financial healing will lead to greater safety and better health and wellness.
The Holidays are upon us. Remember to support Black-owned-businesses first and make every effort to patronize
locally. Greenlexi is a platform whose goal is to promote black businesses, business owners, and professionals
within the community. Our pursuit is to encourage the togetherness that we know is ready to explode. Ubuntu.

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT -- YOUR HOME
By Dorinda Young

Before our mild November turns into a cold, snowy
winter, here are a few tips to winterize your home.
Are you handy with a caulk gun? Check the caulking
around your windows and doors to seal any cracks that
have formed over the long summer. Caulk comes in all
colors and textures, so read your labels before
purchasing. Spend more on the caulk gun, it is well
worth the expense.
Clean the leaves out of gutters while the weather is
cooperating. Leaving gutters full of small twigs and
leaves will clog and turn into an ice jam. Too much debris
and ice in gutters will pull them off of your house. Water
seeping into your home is costly to repair.
Mulch your leaves if you are surrounded by mature trees.
Better yet, make it a family day and rake them yourself.
Raking is good exercise and this will allow you to further
iinspect your home.

Want to save even more money? By lowering your
thermostat “three or four degrees,” (Aman, 2018), can
prove to add $10 a month in your pocket, or $120 a year.
This is really effective if everyone will be out of the house
for an extended period of time.
Try it!
Aman, M. (2018, November 8). Does Turning Down the
Thermostat Really Save Money? Retrieved November 16,
2020, from
https://www.womansworld.com/posts/money/doesturning-down-the-thermostat-save-money-167292

FREE RESOURCES TO SIMPLIFY YOUR COLLEGE PLANNING PROCESS DURING COVID-19
By Kimberly F. Brown, College Planning Specialist

Navigating the college planning process is challenging enough under normal circumstances. Covid-19 has
undoubtedly complicated and exacerbated the process. To help ease the process, this article is about making
college planning as stress-free as possible. I’ve provided a comprehensive list of free resources that will help
simplify your journey. Click on the highlighted links to access free resources.
Explore Colleges
Review College Profiles at EducationQuest.org to learn about colleges in Nebraska and across the country. If
you’re interested in an out-of-state school, check out the Midwest Student Exchange Program to learn about tuition
discounts.
Check out the EducationQuest Virtual College Fair. The live fair was in September, but you can still register and
log in to visit college booths and watch recorded college-prep sessions.
Once you narrow your top 3-4 choices, schedule campus visits. Try to visit in person while colleges are in session.
If visiting in person is not an option, you can review college websites and go on virtual tours.
See Finding the Right Fit section at EducationQuest.org for steps to exploring college.
Apply for Student Aid
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online. This quick video shows how colleges use a
formula to determine how much they’ll award you in financial aid using factors such as Cost of Education, your
Expected Family Contribution, and your Financial Need. Learn about the types of financial aid at
https://eqf.org/FAtypes.
The first step to apply for FAFSA is to create a Federal Student Aid account (FSA ID) for you and one for your
parents at studentaid.gov. You’ll need the FSA ID (usernames and passwords) to access and sign the FAFSA.
Click here for instructions.
Check out the FAFSA Checklist at EducationQuest.org for items to gather before you start the application.
Complete the FAFSA at studentaid.gov. If you need guidance on how to complete the form, see FAFSA Tools or
watch the FAFSA Demo made up of six short videos that walk students and parents through each section of the
2021-22 FAFSA. Or call and get free help from EducationQuest. Our offices are temporarily closed, however,
college-planning specialists are available to help you virtually. Contact the EducationQuest location nearest to you
to make a virtual appointment via phone or computer.

Search and Apply for Scholarships
Buckle down and start applying for scholarships now because some deadlines are as early as January. If you miss
a deadline, your application will not be considered.
ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org is a great place to start your search for Nebraska-based scholarships and
also find a list of national search sites if you’re thinking of going to school out-of-state. Keep in mind that smaller
scholarships can be less competitive, so don’t rule them out.
An Activities Resume that lists all of your activities, honors, and awards will come in handy when completing
applications.
The time is now to request letters of recommendation from adults who know you well. Give them plenty of notice, a
deadline, information about the scholarship, and a copy of your Activities Resume. And lastly, show your referrer
how much you appreciate their recommendation by writing a thank-you note.

