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TOGETHER WE CAN

WHAT YOU'LL FIND
INSIDE:

By Artez Young, President/CEO

Black Americans…. As a people, we must harness our money-making power
in order to bring about our wellbeing economically. Immediately after slavery
and during Reconstruction, Negroes had a measure of success--increasing
in land ownership and establishing businesses.
Then the Jim Crow era came on the scene for almost 100 years creating
laws that established barriers to building wealth for Blacks.
Even with oppressive laws in place to hold us back, we established vibrant,
strong communities that prospered. Communities flourished in business
districts such as Black Wall Street, Rosewood, East St Louis, Chicago and
Atlanta. Driven by jealousy and the desire to make Blacks dependent on
them, many of these centers of prosperity and independence were destroyed
by "Whites".
In the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s, the U.S. Government ensured a middle class that
would be dominated by “Whites” through government-backed mortgages and
redlining--refusal of lending in a geographical area typically based on a
specific racial demographics.
Long and Van Dam (2020) assert the Fair Housing Act was passed in 1968,
creating an avenue for the Black middle class. Sadly, the dream of
homeownership and economic stability has remained out of reach for many.
As home ownership rates were as high as of 50% in 2004, homeownership
among African American has steadily declined fallen to historical lows.
Home ownership is just one of the areas in which to measure or bring about
the building of wealth.
How do we reach our goals for prosperity?
Knowledge is power. We must educate one another and bring one another
along to ensure we are moving the community forward.
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TOGETHER WE CAN CONT...
Do we measure our wealth only in dollars and cents?
As a people, I believe we must highly value faith, family and financial stability as we measure success as a people.
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of what is not yet seen. Without faith or hope you can't
have a vision for a better tomorrow. (Hebrews 11:1)
Find one black-owned business to do business with daily, weekly, or monthly. Let us be intentional with our buying
habits. Government programs and money promised by large corporations should be taken advantage of, but no
one is interested in helping us as much as we are as a people.
Let’s take responsibility for each other and work together lift each other up.
Long, H., & Van Dam, A. (n.d.). The black-white economic divide is as wide as it was in 1968. Retrieved October
19, 2020, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/04/economic-divide-black-households/

FALL COLLEGE PLANNING
By Kimberly F. Brown

Scholarship Search
Search and apply for scholarships, a type of
financial aid you don't need to pay back. They
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A GAP year? 2020 has definitely introduced
some uncertainties. Based on years of
experience, there are a few certainties and
crucial tasks this fall that you need to do in case
you decide to attend school in the fall of 2021:
College Applications, FAFSA, and Scholarships.
College Applications
Apply to your top schools. Many schools are

organizations for scholarships related to your
field of interest, your employer, or parents’
employer, free scholarship websites, high
school counselor, or college financial aid office.
See how-to-find-scholarships to learn about
scholarship resources.
As a College Planning Specialist, I’ve helped
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for tips on finding the right college for you.

toward completing your fall tasks.

FAFSA Completion
Complete the Free Application Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA). By completing this form you will
open doors to see how much money or financial
aid is available to you that may help pay for
college. See https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid
for steps to apply for the 2020-21 federal
student aid.

READ THE LABEL
By Dorinda Young

Protect your cash…by reading labels! Every article of clothing purchased has a care label. Have
you read it? Has your favorite sweater shrunk and/or changed colors? Consider these tips to protect your wallet:
Care labels give recommendations on water temperature, bleach additives, water levels and agitation speed.
Read them before you add anything to the wash.
Sort well by fabric type. Do not put lint takers with lint givers. Use a garment bag for delicate items.
Most washers have a soak cycle. Don’t be afraid to use it. Oxyclean, even the store-brand types, are
excellent for removing stains.
Use the right amount of soap for the load. If you have a small load, do not add a full
cap of liquid and/or powder.
Washers are heavy duty and can handle just about everything you’re trying to clean. However, overcrowding
does not allow clothing to move freely throughout the machine. And shoving too much in your washer will take
twice as long to dry. When your washer is rocking violently during the spin cycle, you know it’s too full.
Finally, follow manufacturer directions and run a cycle of washer cleaner once a month. Empty your dryer filter
after each load.

